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Introduction

This timeline outlines state efforts to regulate religious and cultural expression in Xinjiang. With
justifications ranging from deradicalization to development, authorities have eliminated public events,

razed mosques and graveyards, and enforced linguistic and cultural homogeneity.

1997

1994

Xinjiang’s government constructs the Ban Chao Memorial
Park (L8422 2AFl) in Kashgar to commemorate Han
conquest of the territory
(https://madeinchinajournal.com/2020/08/24/the-spatial-
cleansing-of-xinjiang-mazar-desecration-in-context/)
between 73 and 102CE. The Park is expanded into the
Pantu City Scenic Area (2215 X) in 2010.

State fears of “Islamic fundamentalism and Uyghur

separatism” lead the CCP to ban the Ordam Padishah

Mazar
(https://xinjiangdocumentation.sites.olt.ubc.calfiles/2021/01/Mazar-

festivals-of-the-Uyghurs-Music-Islam-and-the-Chinese-
State1.pdf)_, Xinjiang’s largest mazar festival. After 1997,
other mazar festivals become increasingly subject to
government regulation.

2007-2015

Further closure of mazar festivals
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(https://madeinchinajournal.com/2020/08/24/the-spatial-

cleansing-of-xinjiang-mazar-desecration-in-context/)
throughout Xinjiang, including the Imam Je'firi Sadiq mazar
near Niya, the Chije Padishahim mazar near Yengisar, and
the Ujme and Imam Asim mazar festivals, both not far from
Khotan.

2011

A “second generation” of ethnic policies is proposed by Hu
Angang and Hu Lianhe, who argue for an approach that is
designed to discourage legal recognition of ethnic
differences and “ensure integration, promote

nationalism, and create a more homogeneous society

(https://madeinchinajournal.com/2020/09/07/chinas-

second-generation-ethnic-policies-are-already-here/)_.

By 2013, the state regularly implements aspects of the
proposal that concern language usage and legal status.

2014-2020

The state begins destroying Uyghur cemeteries, citing,

among other things, developmental and environmental

goals. The AFP finds evidence of at least 45 cemeteries
(https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3032646/no-
space-mourn-destruction-uygur-graveyards-xinjiang)_,

some of which still contained scattered remains. In January
2020, CCN uncovers evidence of another 60 graveyards
destroyed by authorities

(https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/02/asial/xinjiang-uyghur-

graveyards-china-intl-hnk/index.html)_.

2015

Yang Weiwei's “Operational Research on Restraining the
Infiltration of Religious Extremist Thought” is published. The
article argues that a unified, regulated, and state-sanctioned
version of Islam is necessary to combat religious extremist
thought, and that the region’s “excess” mosques must

be destroyed

2015-2020

In accordance with state “Sinicization” policies, mosques

(http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/photo/34418343) and
displaying banners promoting CCP values like “ethnic

solidarity” and “the Chinese dream.”

2016
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The “Mosque Rectification” (EE ) campaign
begins

(https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/udner-the-
guise-of-public-safety-12192016140127.html)_. Citing the
threat posed to worshippers by old and rundown buildings,

the authorities destroyed thousands of mosques throughout
the province, including almost 70 percent of those servicing
Muslims in Kashgar.

2017

CCP officials begin going door-to-door telling Uyghur

families that “their lifestyle is outdated
(https://xinjiangdocumentation.sites.olt.ubc.calfiles/2021/01/If-

you-don-t-know-how-just-learn-Chinese-housing-and-
the-transformation-of-Uyghur-domestic-space3.pdf)_.”

Authorities are especially concerned with demolishing
Uyghur homes and rebuilding them in the style of the
mainland, as well as with criticizing traditional practices like
eating together on a supa—a raised platform that “stands at
the centre of domestic life and hospitality.”

2017

Islamic architecture is targeted more generally
(https://xinjiangdocumentation.sites.olt.ubc.calfiles/2021/01/UHRP_report_Demolishing_Faith.pdf)
. A dome above the Bahar Department Store in Hotan is

replaced by an octagonal structure sometime in mid-2017,

and is gone by 2018.

July 2017

Dorbulin Mosque

, despite having been rebuilt to the authorities’ specifications
in 2011, is demolished.

2018

Kargilik Grand Mosque
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/07/revealed-
new-evidence-of-chinas-mission-to-raze-the-mosques-

of-xinjiang)_, the largest mosque in its area, is demolished.

The previous year, the mosque’s imam, Qari Hajim
(https://xinjiangdocumentation.sites.olt.ubc.calfiles/2021/01/UHRP_report_Demolishing_Faith.pdf)

, was detained and later died in custody.

2018

The Maytag Grand Mosque
(https://xinjiangdocumentation.sites.olt.ubc.calfiles/2021/01/UHRP_repo

, which was financed and built by the community less than
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two decades earlier, is demolished along with another
mosque. Maytag, a district in Karamay, is left without any
remaining places of worship.

March 2018

The Yutian Aitika Mosque
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/07/revealed-

new-evidence-of-chinas-mission-to-raze-the-mosques-

of-xinjiang)_, not far from Hotan, is destroyed. The mosque
had been a centre of community activity and was
approximately 800 years old—some of its structures were
noted “national and cultural sites.”

March 2018

The gatehouse of Keriya Id Kah Mosque
(https://xinjiangdocumentation.sites.olt.ubc.calfiles/2021/01/UHRP_repo

—the largest mosque in Xinjiang, and, because it dates
back to 1200CE, a protected historical site—is destroyed.
The demolition is a part of the state’s plan to transform the
area into a tourist destination.

April 2019

The_Sultanim Cemetery

charge-of-cultural-genocide-in-xinjiang/)_, in Khotan, is

razed and partially repurposed as a parking lot. In addition
to a history that traces back 1000 years, the site was home
to the shrine of the Four Sultans and a popular destination
for pilgrims.

September 2020

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute releases a report
that estimates that about 65 percent of Xinjiang’s

mosques (nearly 16,000)

(https://www.aspi.org.au/report/cultural-erasure) “have

been destroyed or damaged as a result of government
policies.” Of this number, about 8,500 have been destroyed
entirely.
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