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May 20, 2020 - World

Exclusive: Documents show China's
secret extradition request for Uighur in
Turkey

Bethany Allen-Ebrahimian, author of Axios China

Image credit: Axios/Aïda Amer.

Axios has obtained a Chinese government request sent to the
Turkish government for a Uighur man who fled Xinjiang amid
worsening repression.
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Why it matters: Uighurs living outside China have long suspected
that Beijing is using its growing diplomatic and economic clout to
pressure foreign governments into interrogating and deporting
them.

These documents from 2016 and 2017 — together with Turkey's
treatment of the man after that — provide rare proof this is
happening.

"I spend most of my nights in fear. I usually don’t sleep until after 1am
because I am afraid they will come for me and my family."

— Enver Turdi, in an interview with Axios

Details: Enver Turdi, the man named in the extradition request, has
lived in Turkey since early 2014 when he fled Xinjiang, a region in
northwest China that is home to around 10 million Uighurs, a Turkic-
speaking ethnic minority.

In 2012 and 2013, Enver passed along information about Chinese
government abuses to Radio Free Asia and to Uighur
organizations abroad, he told Axios in an interview. He left China
on a tourist visa after one of his associates was detained.

In 2015, the Chinese Embassy in Turkey refused to issue him a
new passport, without which he could not renew his Turkish
temporary residence permit, Enver told Axios. In 2017, he was
placed in a deportation facility for 12 months after being unable to
produce valid residence documents.

Turkish security officials then interrogated him and claimed that
he had been running a pro-Islamic State website, which he
denied, and showed him a copy of his 2004 graduation photo,
which Enver says they could only have obtained from China. His
case was sent to a criminal court, not an immigration court.

https://www.npr.org/2020/03/13/800118582/i-thought-it-would-be-safe-uighurs-in-turkey-now-fear-china-s-long-arm
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Enver's case is still pending in the Turkish courts.

Background: The Chinese Communist Party has placed heavy
restrictions on Uighurs and other majority-Muslim ethnic groups in
western China.

In early 2017, the Chinese government began putting hundreds of
thousands of Uighurs into extrajudicial mass detention camps,
where detainees are kept in dire conditions and forced to attend
re-education classes. Many others receive long prison sentences
without fair trials.

The Chinese government has said its measures in Xinjiang are
intended to fight terrorism and extremism, but academics and
human rights groups say what's happening is a cultural genocide
on a scale not seen since World War II.

The documents: The dossier is 92 pages long and includes the
Chinese government extradition request, dated May 2016, supporting
police reports, Turkish translations provided by the Chinese
government, and Turkish government documents from 2017
indicating the request was accepted by the Turkish Ministry of
Justice and that court proceedings were initiated.

Enver's lawyer obtained the dossier in early 2020, the first time
that Enver says he knew for sure that the Chinese government
was behind his troubles in Turkey.

To authenticate the documents, Axios consulted experts on
Chinese and Turkish law, human rights groups who work on
cases in Turkey and China, and researchers who focus on
Xinjiang.

What they're saying: The Chinese government accused Enver of
creating a pro-Islamic State website and participating in a terrorist
organization. Enver denies these accusations.

https://www.icij.org/investigations/china-cables/exposed-chinas-operating-manuals-for-mass-internment-and-arrest-by-algorithm/
https://international.ucla.edu/Institute/article/199647
https://www.axios.com/
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Beijing asked Turkish authorities to discover Enver's
whereabouts, seize or freeze his assets, arrest him, and "repatriate
him to China."

The documents themselves aren't formally marked as classified,
but the Chinese government instructed Turkish officials to keep
the case a secret, writing, "The details of this case are classified,
we ask the Turkish side to keep it confidential in accordance with
local laws."

The Chinese Embassy in Washington, D.C., did not respond to a
request for comment.

Context: After thousands of Uighurs left China amid worsening
repression over the past decade, the Chinese government launched a
quiet global campaign to force Uighurs to return.

Some countries, including Egypt and Thailand, have sent dozens
of Uighurs back to China. Those who returned often disappeared.
Some have reportedly died.

“The lengths that China will go to control Uighurs is stunning,”
said Elise Anderson, a program officer at the Uighur Human
Rights Project, a U.S.-based advocacy organization, told Axios.

After the rise of the Islamic State, which a small number of
Uighurs joined, the Chinese government has increasingly framed
Uighur religious and cultural activity as dangerous extremism.
One official list of signs of "religious extremism" included
"distorting Xinjiang history," "young men wearing long beards"
and "closing restaurants during Ramadan."

"China puts pressure on Turkey, and Turkey has to jump through
hoops."

https://www.chinafile.com/reporting-opinion/viewpoint/china-forcing-uighurs-abroad-return-home-why-arent-more-countries
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/students-12212017141002.html
http://archive.fo/TlazC
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— Emma Sinclair-Webb, Turkey director at Human Rights Watch, in
an interview with Axios.

The view from Ankara: Prior to 2017, the Turkish government
openly welcomed Uighurs fleeing China, and many Turkish people
feel a sense of solidarity with Uighurs.

But warming ties between China and Turkey have seen Ankara
walk back some of its support of Uighur refugees, who now say
Turkish police are interrogating them and accusing them of
terrorism.

“Allegations concerning the extradition of Uighur Turks from
Turkey to third countries are mere fabrication and as such are far
from reflecting the truth," Serdar Kilic, Turkey's ambassador to
the U.S., told Axios in a statement.

“Given our historical background and the fact that we share a
common language, religion and culture with the Uighur Turks,
any issue pertaining to their well-being holds a special place on
our agenda," he said.

"Extradition and judicial assistance requests by China, as is the
case of any other third country, are examined in accordance with
the international law, on the basis of full respect to human rights
and within the framework of established practice."

What to watch: Turkey and China signed a draft extradition treaty
in 2017, but the Turkish Parliament has not yet ratified it.

If passed, Turkey would be obligated, with some exceptions, to
abide by Chinese government extradition requests.

Go deeper: Read the documents here.

https://www.ft.com/content/93607210-285c-11e5-8613-e7aedbb7bdb7
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/13/800118582/i-thought-it-would-be-safe-uighurs-in-turkey-now-fear-china-s-long-arm
https://web.archive.org/web/20190811100832/https://www2.tbmm.gov.tr/d27/2/2-1798.pdf
https://www.nordicmonitor.com/2020/05/turkey-china-extradition-agreement-may-target-uyghur-diaspora-in-turkey/
https://sinopsis.cz/en/klimes-xinjiang-turkey/#fn59
https://www.axios.com/read-the-documents-chinas-extradition-request-to-turkey-c24d46b6-bf08-4aaf-9ece-1adecd2800ac.html
https://www.axios.com/


5/28/24, 9:45 PM Documents show China's secret extradition request for Uighur in Turkey

https://www.axios.com/2020/05/20/documents-chinas-secret-extradition-request-uighur-turkey 6/10

Editor's note: This story has been updated with comment from Serdar
Kilic, Turkey's ambassador to the U.S.
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U.S. presses Israel to cool ties with China over
support for Iran

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Aug. 24. Photo: Kobi

Gideon/GPO/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo pressed Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu during their meeting in Jerusalem on Monday
to further cool relations with China and limit Chinese investments in

https://www.axios.com/authors/barak_ravid
https://www.axios.com/world
https://www.axios.com/2020/08/26/pompeo-netanyahu-israel-china-investments-iran
https://www.axios.com/2020/08/26/pompeo-netanyahu-israel-china-investments-iran
https://www.axios.com/


5/28/24, 9:45 PM Documents show China's secret extradition request for Uighur in Turkey

https://www.axios.com/2020/05/20/documents-chinas-secret-extradition-request-uighur-turkey 7/10

Israel over the new strategic partnership agreement China signed
with Iran, Israeli and U.S. officials said.

Why it matters: The Trump administration has been lobbying Israel
for two years to scale back its relations with China. Until now, those
efforts have had very little success.
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Major League Baseball to add Negro Leagues
stats to official records

Satchel Paige of the Kansas City Monarchs talks with Josh Gibson of the Homestead Grays before a

game in Kansas City in 1941. Photo: Mark Rucker/Transcendental Graphics via Getty Images

Major League Baseball will announce Wednesday it will add
statistics from the Negro Leagues to the Major League historical
record, MLB has confirmed to Axios.
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Why it matters: The announcement means that MLB could get new
all-time records to be held by some Negro League players — barred
from MLB during segregation but called the greatest of all time by
those who saw them.
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Prosecution: Trump hush money case "cloaked
in lies"

Donald Trump, center, sits with his attorneys Todd Blanche, Emil Love, and Susan Necheles in a

Manhattan criminal court in New York on May 28, 2024. Photo: Steven Hirsch/New York Post/Bloomberg

via Getty Images

The defense finished delivering their closing arguments on Tuesday,
making their final pitch to jurors that former Trump fixer Michael
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Cohen should not be trusted, while the prosecution called efforts to
make the case about Cohen "a deflection."

Why it matters: Former President Trump's lawyer called star
witness Cohen the "MVP of liars" during the trial's closing
arguments, while a prosecutor accused the presumptive GOP
presidential nominee of "overt election fraud."
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